
 

• Which characters were impacted by domestic violence in this book, and how were they 

affected by it?  

• Was this issue of domestic violence connected to other social problems faced by the 

char-acters (e.g., child abuse, racism, alcoholism)? If so, how?  

• In what ways did other characters in the book help Debbie stay safe? If they didn’t 

reach out to help her, why didn’t they and how could they have?  

• Often, women involved in domestic violence situations can be reluctant to ask for help, 

even if they have opportunities to do so. What might prevent them from doing this?  

• How did this book make you feel? Did it remind you of a situation you have 

experienced yourself? If so, how has that experience affected you?  

• What scenes from the book have stuck with you the most? Did you reread any 

passages? If so, which ones?  

• Discuss the book’s structure and the author’s use of language and writing style. How 

does the author draw the reader in and keep them engaged? Does the author convey 

her story with comedy, self-pity, something else?  

• What do you think the author’s most admirable quality is? Is this someone you would 

want to know or have known?  

• Are there lingering questions from the book you’re still thinking about? If you could ask 

the author anything, what would it be?  

• Compare this book to other memoirs your group has read. Is it similar to any of them? 

Did you like it more or less than the other books you’ve read? How did the book impact 

you and what do you think will be your lasting impression of the book?  

• Would you recommend this book to a friend? Do you want to read more works by this 

author?  


